Report 2BAnnu&anamint Reunion

The 2Reunion of the USS PanalBpbiA@&e in Chicago, IL from Thursday,

September 15 to Monday, September 19, 2@htl was attended by 3
generations of crewmembers and their families

gatheredin the hotel Hospitality Room of the Deerfield
Marriott Suites Hoteto kickoff the annual event witla
OWelcome Pizza, Salaavine and beeparty. The tunes of
Glenn Miller and the sounds chatter and lappy laughter
filled the suitewhich, in addition to the spacious main room,
featured a gloriousutdoor terrace with a view of Chicago, a
galley kitchen and 2 private baths. Some of us wondered if
really wanted to travel on the schetbd tours as we were so

comfortable with oulhospitalityaccommodation&evam

Friday morrting fhowever, bund us on our luxury coach
bound for the Great Lakes Naval Training Cemter_ake Michigan, celebratimg Centennial Yeasguests

for the graduation of 952 newecruitd Once we were seated in the great hall at the base,were treated to

the pomp and circumstance of marching bands, flag and rifle drill teams and the spectacular view of 952 fres
faces,in sparkling whiteuniformsall spita KA Yy SR I y R |inERREingSRdlyintd the-halltiyi ¢



divisions Theythenalla (i 2 &t Rtterdtioné waiting for their big moment of acceptance into the US Navg
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recruit training that morning All of us were touched by these young people who had worked so hard for this
day andhonored to be a small part of their celebratiofollowing the graduation ceremony, we-bearded

our bus andvere joinedby femaleETSINChristina Pedigayho ably and amiablgonducted an informative

tour of thetrainingand maird &S FIF OAf AGASaz (221 basidiscoanshipii®y and- F
0KSYy 22AY SR @alRebtaurarit fo8r tastefuNaiffethutrh. We were ushered into a high

ceilinged room with a bediiul view of Lake Michigan and gathered at our tables justdant of the stage and
podium, wherewe werewelcomedby our President, Fred Eawho requested that crewmebrer, Reverend

Lyle H. Powell, deliver our opening blessifite blessing was followed by timeeticulousformality of our

Color Guard who presented the colors and stood at attention while the NatioriakA was played and sung

by ourmembers. After retiring the colors, the members of the Color Guard joined us at lunch alond\aiti
ChaplainLt. Mark Hughes, whgraciouslygreeted each table group individuallyChaplain Hughes rose to the
podium to deliverhis gentle, but powerfulremarksregarding the importance of passing on our memories to
the next generation to preserve the truth of the pasiethen gave ushe Closing Blessing

From Left to Right:

Barbara Begerow Horn
Lt. Mark Hughes, CHC, U |
ESTN Christina Pedigo
Carol BegenoAbudato
Anne Marie Machamara

Our day at thestoried, and nowonly, operationald 6 2 2 G Ol Y libe Uritéd StatéstoricRidedwith a
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first recruitgraduation in 1911 TheMuseumrooms were filled witrmementos ofthe 100 year old history,

not just of the base, but of the Uniteda®es Navy. It was informatiyenlightening and nostalgic anddught

tears to the eyes of many

Saturd@eptembBhad been left as a free day so that members who planned only to attend the banquet, but
would arrive early in the day, could visit with each other in the Hospitality Room.

The Annual Reunion Banquet commendéd 2@ 6:3ttermdaicein the hotel banquet roonas we stood to
welcomeour Color Guard, whdisplayed the Colorthroughout the playing of the National Anthem and the
recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance by the assemblafjer the Colors were retiredhe Color Guard
members joined us foa bountifulthree course dinner, topped off with our speciaB% Panamint cake, cut
jointly and with much hilarity, by President Fred Earl eaxkntly retiredTreasureyWalt Sutter.



ATTENDINGREWMEMBERS OF THE U.S.S. PANAMBEL3)
Seated Left to RightMel Reidberger, Joe Brusca, (the Hat and Badgadafposed
Bob Begerow, helth placeby George Gibson), George Gibson, Gus Lattanze.

Standing Left to RightWalt Sutter, Harold Austin, Al Pupo, Fred Earl, Lyle Powell







USS Panamint (AGI3)

Happy Gathering of Crewmembers, Wives and Families

2011 Annual Reunion Banquet



We were then joind by Captain Victor Delano, USMf The USS Eversole, which

was also headquartered at the hotel fthmeir annual reunion. Even though the
Eversolehad served in the Korean Wara, our Panamintdetectiveg determined

that the former Captainof the Eversoleas a young Ensighad been aboard the
battleshipU.SS West Virginia, docked next to the®8 Arizong during the attack

and subsequent sinking of both shipg the Japanesat Pearl Harbor on December

7, 1941. It was decided that ouB Y G A NB 3INR dzLJ aK2dzZ R KSI NJ GKS /[ F LIk
Guest Speakeait the banquet The Captn is now 94 years youngetiredandd & K I N1J | Ashelwasi | O
introduced by President Fred Earl, a hush fell over the crowd, many of the hotel staff hovered in the archway
to hear him speakand the four Color Guardailors listened intently as he legan his matteof-fact
recollections of thaffateful day. He did not exaggerate, but freelghared his experiences during the attack,
while in the water swimming in the oil slick from the sunken ships and his miracle survival as he awakened
the U.S. Neal Hospital at Pearlt was a very special addition to our book of reunmemories
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On Sunday, Sept&haberidBand chilly dayye embarked on our last
scheduled event of the reunion as we boarded our luxury coach and we
joined by our charismatic and highlyanfned travel guide, Mike Stillerman
for a daylong tour of the downtown Chicago ar€aur Memoral wreath,
which had decorated our banquebdiumthe night before, was placed
carefully in the Baggage Compartment, as it was to fieriglace at our
first stop, he War Memorial at Soldier Field. Chicagoans lgavesrouslystriven to honor the & warriors of
our past worldwide warand conflictawith a variety ofartisticdepictions in bronzestone and other mediums
throughout the city

Thestructure at Soldier Fielvas originally built to honor the heroes of World Wastlthe suggestion aofhe

Gold Star Mothers of that eralhe original amphitheatekvas designed witlan entry of massiveglassic Greek
columnsaround a portico, visible for milesnd featured adualsided,3-

D bronzemonumentdepictingfiguresof soldiers and sailorand their

families who lostso much duringi K| & LISNA 2RX KSy OS:
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Over the years, the amphitheateras utilizedconstantlyfor a variety of important, public events, but
eventually morphed into a stadium devoted entirely to footbdllow, the home of the Chicago Beatse tonly
features of the original structureemaining are the Greek columnsyrtico and the bronzevar monument.

But, n recent yearsthe City Fathers have addedistinctiveMemorial Wallof Honor featuring anarble wall
with acontinuously flowingand uplightedwaterfall punctuated withcircular bronze plaques bearing the
insignia of each of the modern ntdlry services This Memorial Wall was our destination Sunday morning
Here,under its 3 foot US Navy plaqueave placed our wreath éhconducted our annual Memorial Service for
the deceased melvers of the USBanamint (AGEL3).




Oury SE a spziab 4 thedrénowneMuseum of Science and Industry for a special visit to the only
German WBoat ever to be captured in history. It was intact, with crew members aboard and occurred during
World War Il.Extensive entry exhibitsstretching through two, lengthy, tunndike rooms, included actual

films of the capture and prisoners of the enemy submarine, along with a pictorial and oral history of the
events leading up to, and during, the War. We especially enjoyed a vivid pofatéacks on our Liberty

Ships and an impressive movie portrayal of our breaking of the German Code, featuring the Officer most
responsible for the work.

U-Boat505, loomed ahead of the lashtry exhibit in a hangelike structure, suspended in spaaedppear to
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explaining the various compartments and equipment displayed before us. Indirect, gray lighting highlighted
the feeling that you were at seaith the boat. UBoat505has becomehe most popular exhibit at the

Museum and was well worth the hour we spent exploring her history. As we left the Museum, we each
collected a previousig NRSNBR 62E f dzy OKXZ LINBLI NBR wWdemake kis® of aulza S
limited time by eating enroute to oumext stop.
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our varied stops, ar trusty guide Mike,had regaled usvith Chicago anecdoteandhistory. He spun his tales
2T (0KS KSNER@dls dandiie ewe@a3éhiNdgedds that surround this most beautiful of Midwest
cities, showed us its skyscrapers, gtatelyhighNA 8 S NBAA RSy O0Sa Ft2y3 [1S a
Mile shopgngmeccd (G KS Tl Y2dzA &/ KA OF 32 CA NS éphctoprapBed.klavaied S NI
car, famous parks, museums and sculptures. To end our excursion, wechehuledo take an unusual
sightseeing boat trip down the Chga River. The Rivashich runsupstreamright through theheart of the

city, was looking gray and uninviting at the dodke hesitatecX & was rainy and cold. uB, we boarded,
quicklyhunkered down under the canvas canapyd huddledclosertogether to keep warm (The cupsf hot
chocolate helped, too.) Settled in our places, we allottedboatto take us gliding betweethe scenic,

flower bedecked riverbanks to view and learn abong of the most scenic and celebrated skylines in the
world.
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Glad to be on the warrbus again and pleasantly tired,

we returned to our hotel and decided to have a group

farewell dinner in the Hospitality Room. The hotel

obliged by sending us menus from the excellent

restaurant, a private waiter and, in no time we were

slurping hot soupssalads, burgers and desserts in our

26y LINAGFGS RAYAY3I NR2YO® LiQa | 3J22R GKAy3a GKI G
Hospitality Room was situated at the end of the laall

the room echoed with our laughter and good

fellowship. Toward the end of the evenirigedEarl

requested hat Reverend Powell say a Closing Prayer of

CKIFIY]1Aa3IA@RYISERRKR G2 Fff K2 gSNB (G2 GNIF 0SSt K2YS |
asReverend._yle movingly summoned just the right words to end 21 reunion.

All of us are lookingpfward to our next reunion, the 22, which is tentatively planned to be in Annapolis, MD.




